
Eighth Grade Summer Reading Assignment

Dear Rising 8th Grader,

Over the summer, I would like you to  read one of the books listed below.

● A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielsen

● Fever by Laurie Halse Anderson

● High Heat by Carl Deuker

● I Am Number Four by Pittacus Lore

I would also like you to select and read a nonfiction book of your own choosing. This may be a

biography, a memoir, a work of narrative nonfiction, or any other piece of nonfiction that you would

like.  Then complete the attached work. Note that I have attached a list of nonfiction texts I

recommend, but feel free to choose another book that appeals to you as long as it is nonfiction.

All responses should be neatly typed and double-spaced on a separate piece of paper.  If you are

unable to type your response, it should be neatly written in blue or black ink on loose-leaf paper.

Please make sure to include a heading that contains your full name (first and last).

Please submit the completed work to me during the first week of school.

Have a wonderful summer, and happy reading!

Miss Marshall

Saint Mary’s Elementary School



Summer Reading Written Response - There are TWO parts!

PART ONE. A Night Divided, Fever, High Heat, OR I Am Number Four

Directions:

For the novel you selected, please respond to FIVE of the seven prompts below.  Please make

sure that all the work that is done is your own, and please clearly identify which prompts and

book you are responding to by including the number and bold heading of the choice as well as

the title of the book. Each paragraph should consist of 6-8 sentences.

1. Most Important Sentence- What is the most important sentence in the entire novel?  Copy

it and write a paragraph in which you explain why you think this sentence is so important.

(Remember to put quotation marks around the sentence.)

2. Character Development - Write a paragraph in which you provide a character trait of the

main character.  This character trait should describe a personality trait of the main

character based on the things he says, thinks, does, and says. Include at least two pieces of

text evidence  to support your claim.

3. Conflict - Write a paragraph in which you describe the primary conflict (problem) in the

story.  Explain how the conflict begins and how the main character deals with it .  Also

explain what the end result is.  Provide at least two pieces of text evidence to support your

answer. (Make sure you answer all parts of this question.)

4. Theme - Write a paragraph in which you identify a main theme (life lesson) of this novel.

Why do you think this?  Provide at least two pieces of text evidence to support your answer.

5. Reader’s Review - Write a  review of the novel. Explain whether you enjoyed it and why

you feel this way.  Also explain who else (what kind of person) might enjoy reading this novel

and why.  Provide at least two specific pieces of evidence from the text to support your

position.

6. Setting: The setting of the story is the time and place in which it occurs. Write a

paragraph in which you explain why the setting of this novel is important.  How does it

impact the main character, the plot (events of the story), or theme?  Include at least two

pieces of text evidence to support your position.

7. New Ending- If you were to create a new ending for this novel, what would it be?  Explain

what you would like to have happen.  Write at least one full paragraph explaining the change

and why you would have the novel end in this way.



PART 2. Nonfiction Book of Your Choosing (This should be a book you have not read before.)

Directions:  Complete the following questions after reading your self-selected nonfiction book.

Each response should consist of 5-8 sentences.

Name of book:

Author:

Summarize what this book was about in 6-8 sentences.

(Don’t go into too much detail,  but explain what it was basically about.)

What is the most interesting thing you learned from reading this book?  Explain.

Write a new title for this book. Then explain why you made this selection. Also explain why you

think the original title is better or worse than the one you selected.

If you could meet the author of this text, what is one question you would ask him/her? Why would

you ask this question?  Explain.



Nonfiction Texts You Might Enjoy

You do not have to select one of these books.  They are just recommendations.

● All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer Team by
Christina Soontornvat

● An American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever
Epidemic of 1793 by Jim Murphy

● An Invisible Thread (Young Adult Version) by Laura Schroff

● Blizzard by Jim Murphy

● Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson.

● Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott by Russell
Freedman

● I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai

● Immigrant Kids by Russell Freedman

● Knucklehead by Jon Scieszka

● The Great Fire by Jim Murphy


