
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, INSPIRED 
FAITH, AND CREATIVE LEARNING

Saint Mary’s Elementary School offers an innovative 

Catholic education designed to ensure that students 

flourish on every level.  Our experienced, caring faculty 

knows how to bring out the best in every child, whether 

we’re encouraging shy writers to share their stories or 

guiding tech-savvy seventh graders to complete science 

assignments on Chromebooks.

With small classes, an emphasis on shared values, state-

of-the-art technology, and exciting after-school activities, 

we integrate the values of the Catholic faith into the lives 

of our students while inspiring excitement in learning.  

Saint Mary’s is truly the education for a lifetime.

SAINT MARY’S 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Where Students Flourish

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 
& INFORMATION SESSIONS

Register Today! 

Call 516.627.0184, visit www.saintmaryses.org 
or email nstafford@stmary.ws for more 
information or to schedule a tour.



WHAT MAKES SAINT MARY’S ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL UNIQUE?

From the outside, Saint Mary’s Elementary School is a well-kept 
suburban school with bright, airy classrooms and energetic children 
entering its doors.  Once inside, you’ll immediately feel the Saint 
Mary’s difference.  Ours is a faith-filled school where friendly, 
dedicated teachers warmly nurture each child’s unique talents and 
build a strong educational foundation.  We prepare students to 
achieve their greatest academic potential as they grow in mind and 
spirit by offering:

AN ATMOSPHERE OF FAITH AND KINDNESS
We graduate well-rounded students prepared for the future not 
only academically, but also spiritually and socially.  We do this by 
promoting an atmosphere of respect, tolerance, and generosity 
through Gospel lessons integrated throughout our curriculum.

AN INNOVATIVE CURRICULUM FOR INSPIRED LEARNING
Our superior academic curriculum emphasizes core subjects and 
enriches your child’s life through special programs in art, technology, 
music, physical education, Spanish, and library science.  With small 
classes and experienced teachers, we offer differentiated learning 
within all subjects as well as extra help for those who need it, 
encouraging children to flourish at every level.

TODAY’S TOP TECHNOLOGY
Everyone at St. Mary’s, from our faculty to our youngest scholars, 
embraces the newest learning technologies with enthusiasm. Each 
classroom is equipped with an interactive whiteboard, a class set of 
Chromebooks, and there are two computer labs, one for younger 
students and the other for older students. Beginning with students 
in Kindergarten, technology is integrated through keyboarding, 
coding, and 3D printing design, where mathematical skills and 
creativity are applied to bring 2D drawings to life. There is also a 
science lab for Grades 6 through 8, and each student in the Middle 
School receives a Chromebook, which increases student interest in 
learning and ownership of the learning process. In addition, Middle 
School students have the opportunity to lead the School in prayer, 
pledge, announcements, and special programs communicated daily 

through a live stream to each classroom.

A VITAL COMMUNITY OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM
What happens at a school after the last bell says a lot about that 
school’s community.  At St. Mary’s Elementary School, our classrooms, 
halls, and gymnasium are filled with activity and enthusiasm as 
teachers, coaches, moderators, and students gather after school for 

athletics, extracurricular activities, and special offerings.

MIDDLE SCHOOL EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:
An Interscholastic Athletic Program including lacrosse, volleyball, 
soccer, baseball, softball, and basketball; Performing Arts Program 
with a spring musical, Mock Trial, Morning Broadcast, Praise Band, 
Student Government, and more.

GRADES K-8 EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:
Choose from Angel Choir, Chess Club, Coding, Sport of the Week, 
Mad Science, Craft Corner, and more.



ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION (NURSERY, PRE-K, 
and KINDERGARTEN)
The Early Childhood Education Program at St. Mary’s provides 

children with critical foundational skills, strategies, and experiences 

that promote success in school and beyond.  Recognizing that 

intellectual, social, emotional, and spiritual developments are 

intricately woven, we provide an educational environment where 

social, cognitive, and creative skills are enriched with one-on-one 

and small-group interactions through age-appropriate play and 

exploration. The curriculum is enhanced through interactive learning 

with the latest technology, special enrichment activities, and ample 

opportunities for parental involvement.  By providing our students 

with a challenging yet comfortable learning environment, we prepare 

them both academically and socially, instilling a love of learning and 

confidence in their abilities.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LEVEL (GRADES 1-5)
The Elementary School Level at St. Mary’s focuses on educating the 

whole child, by integrating the values and virtues of the Catholic 

faith into the curriculum and by helping each child to develop as 

a unique individual.  Our academic curriculum fosters a lifelong 

love of learning and encourages students to challenge themselves 

continually.  Parent involvement is a key component in building upon 

our students’ academic, social, and spiritual growth at the school. 

Parents are invited to participate in all liturgical celebrations and to 

take on an active role in various activities such as library duty, field 

trips, and literacy centers.  

We utilize an interdisciplinary approach throughout our curriculum, 

which is enhanced through the use of current technology, hands-

on learning, and interactive websites.  Our students participate in 

age-appropriate, skill-related experiences such as book discussions, 

exploring different perspectives through conversation, reenacting 

the Stations of the Cross, and participating in mission fundraisers 

and our blood drive, where they begin to develop skills in making 

connections, in critical thinking and analysis, and moral development.

MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL (GRADES 6-8)
At the Middle School Level, we begin to place more focus on moral 

and ethical formation, instilling Catholic values in each student.  The 

curriculum is enriched across the content areas with topics that are 

connected to students’ moral development with an emphasis on 

developing responsibility, independence, integrity, and consideration 

for others. We assess students on their spiritual, social, and academic 

growth as they flourish throughout their years at St. Mary’s. Students 

develop skills in decision-making, problem-solving, critical analysis, 

communication, and cooperative learning. 

Strong extracurricular programs and the integration of technology 

enhance the challenging academic curriculum for the Middle 

School.  Parents and students can access the website and Parent 

Portal on a daily basis, and every Middle School student has the 

use of a Chromebook for the school year. In Middle School, we 

use technology to allow students the freedom to discover solutions 

to problems both independently and collaboratively. Our many 

extracurricular programs include Mock Trial, Performing Arts, 

Interscholastic Athletics, and service opportunities with local and 

global charity initiatives. Each spring, students have the opportunity 

to work with theater professionals to prepare a musical. The students 

either perform or learn backstage arts in stage crew, makeup, and 

production.

A strong academic foundation coupled with all the opportunities 

available at St. Mary’s ensures that our Middle School students are 

well prepared for continued success in their secondary education, 

as demonstrated in our partnership with St. Mary’s High School. 

Our Grade 8 students have the opportunity to take two Regents 

level courses, Living Environment and Algebra 1. 

CREATE • LEARN • BELIEVE • GROW • SERVE • EXCEL

Saint Mary’s Elementary School Mock Trial Team 
consistently participates in the annual Catholic Middle 
School Mock Trial Program at Saint John’s University.



Saint Mary’s Elementary School
1340 Northern Boulevard | Manhasset, New York 11030
516.627.0184 | www.saintmaryses.org

ST. MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AT A GLANCE
HISTORY
The Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, first opened 
Saint Mary’s Elementary School in 1926 and immediately built a 
reputation for excellence in academics.  Their tenure at St. Mary‘s 
ended in 1997 with the appointment of the first lay principal, Dr. 
Celeste M. Checchia, who served as principal until June 2017. Today, 
St. Mary’s is extremely blessed to have Mrs. Sarah Griffin (de Venoge) 
as head of the school. Mrs. Griffin is a proud alumna of St. Mary’s 
Elementary and St. Mary’s High School.

ACCREDITATION
Cognia™ | NCA CASI | NWAC | SACS CASI

FACILITIES
• State-of-the-art computer labs for N-8
• Science lab for Grades 6-8 plus use of High School science labs 
• Library with current collections and digital resources
• Tournament gym and all-campus turf field
• New fitness center
• Two cafeterias

STUDENTS
• 315 students, Nursery through Grade 8
• 100% of our graduates are admitted to highly regarded 
high schools
• Students of every cultural and religious background are welcome, 
and are drawn to St. Mary’s from Manhasset and surrounding 
communities in both Nassau and Queens Counties

ADMINISTRATION
Rev. Fr. Robert A. Romeo, Pastor
Joseph R. McCleary, Ph.D., President
Sarah Griffin, Principal
Theresa A. Kemp, Assistant Principal
Rev. Fr. Jiha Lim, Chaplain

PROFILE OF A GRADUATE
A graduate of St. Mary’s Elementary School has come from an 
environment where he or she has been given the support and 
encouragement to flourish and become a well-rounded individual 
who believes in his or her own abilities, who is prepared for the 
future, and who embodies the St. Mary’s mission in the following 
areas:
■  CREATING – Developing confidence in individual creativity 
and self-expression
■  LEARNING – Possessing a love of learning with the ability 
and motivation to pursue knowledge both independently and 
cooperatively
■  BELIEVING – Understanding the Catholic faith and incorporating 
Christian values into everyday life
■  RESPECTING – Adopting a spiritual philosophy based on faith 
and kindness as well as an expression of respect, tolerance, and 
generosity toward others
■  GROWING – Engaging in self-reflection, trying new things with 
confidence, recognizing personal strengths and weaknesses, and 
trusting in his or her capability of succeeding
■  SERVING – Embracing a sense of empathy toward others and a 
desire to contribute to the community through service 
■  COLLABORATING – Knowing how to compromise, communicate 
clearly and assertively, and effectively work in cooperation with 
others
■  EXCELLING – Possessing the ability, self-confidence, skills, and 
strategies to strive for excellence in conquering obstacles and 
reaching his or her full potential


